▪ The existing electoral system (First-Past-the-Post)
▪ The single transferable vote electoral system (BC-STV) proposed by the Citizens' Assembly on Electoral Reform
The Threshold For the referendum to be binding, the approval level must be: 1) at least 60% of the total popular vote, province-wide, AND 2) more than 50% of the votes in at least 51 of the province's 85 electoral districts.
If the two thresholds are met, government is required to introduce legislation to implement BC-STV in sufficient time for it to be in place for the May 2013 General Election.
Voter Education
Referendum Information Office ▪ In February 2009, the Ministry of Attorney General will establish the Referendum Information Office, with a mandate to provide objective information to voters about both electoral systems. Voters were provided two ballots -one for the candidates in their electoral district and one for the province-wide referendum on electoral reform. There were two thresholds that had to be met for the referendum to pass; over 60% of votes province-wide had to support STV, and over 50% of votes in at least 60% of the electoral districts had to be in favour of STV. The yes vote surpassed the 50% threshold in 77 of 79 electoral districts, but the province-wide vote was 57.69% in favour-2.31% below the required threshold to pass.
Proponent and Opponent Groups
For information on the ballot question, First-Past-the-Post, and BC-STV, visit the Referendum Information Office's website at BCreferendum2009.ca .
For more information on referendum advertising or voting opportunities, visit Elections BC's website at www.elections.bc.ca
